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the factories, the Shop Stewards and many other important sections of
the Trade Union movement, most of whose members dislike Commun-
ism intensely when they think about it at all. This, unfortunately, is not
very often, and so it came to pass that in Hackney, where the Com-
munist-members of the Trade Unions have never exceeded a hundred and
fifty, twenty-eight out of thirty-five Union branches were at one time
largely Communist-controlled.
The importance of the Unions to the Communists arises in three ways.
First, according to orthodox theory, the proletariat is to be the Marxist
army; secondly, Unions count for a great deal in the formation of the
policy of the Labour Party; and, thirdly, Soviet foreign policy demands
that the Communists should be able to hamper industrial production in
the democratic countries. It is indeed not surprising that the Communists
seek to control the Unions. What is surprising is that in some Unions
the overwhelming majority of non-Communists should allow this to
happen.
For convenience we have illustrated Communist technique by refer-
ence to British institutions, but the same operations have been conducted
on a larger scale in the U.S.A. From about 1912, the Communists in that
country set to work to penetrate into the American Federation of Labour
Unions and under the able guidance of William Z. Foster, they succeeded
remarkably well. When the Congress of Industrial Organizations was
established in 1936 in opposition to the American Federation of Labour,
the Communists switched their allegiance to the new body. Within a few
years they controlled thirteen important C.I.O. unions. They managed to
instal a few chosen henchmen in the central office of the C.LO. but when
the 'cold war* began, strong anti-Soviet feeling enabled the C.LO to get
rid of officials with Communist sympathies. The same wave of anti-
Communist feeling led the C.LO. to contemplate expulsion of the power-
ful United Electric Radio and Machine Union which the Communists
had captured. That Union saved themselves from this ignominy by drop-
ping its affiliation to the C.I.O. The rival non-Commuiust Union
established by the C.LO. was not altogether successful.
We have already quoted from Otto Friedman's description of the
corresponding technique in Czechoslovakia. The same type of operation
has been conducted in many of the other non-Communist countries and
it can safely be said that infiltration, not only in the industrial Unions,
but also into bodies of men such as teachers holding key posts, is the
most powerful weapon in the Communist armoury today.